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The observing guide to the Messier marathon : a
handbook and atlas
Machholz offers an excellent historical reference on the celestial objects that Charles Messier feared could
be mistaken for comets about 200 years ago. The hook of the book is its how-to approach for observing all
of the Messier objects on a single night--the so-called "Messier Marathon." Original credit for the idea is
arguable, but readers will find in Machholz's book a plausible history of the concept. Basically, the
distribution of Messier objects in the sky is not uniform, leaving open the possibility that all can be
observed when the sun is in the part of the sky least populated by Messier objects. This book is in large
format, with plenty of margin space for observing notes. It also includes charts and data tables for all the
objects in Messier's original list, along with many useful references. The charts are a bit of a
disappointment; they were made with commercial software that most amateurs probably already have and
therefore do not add much value to an otherwise good reference. The book will be most useful to amateur
astronomers and will take its rightful place among several other existing references on the Messier
objects.
Summing Up: Recommended. General readers; lower-division undergraduates; two-year technical
program students.
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